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MRS. RUIZ B
Family of the Amer

Spanish Pri

Mrs, Ruiz Is Taken to
Her Grievous \

Govern

Her Recital Confirms in Oeta
Death as Publ

Jour

RITA LESCA RUIZ, widow of Dr.
Ricardo Ruiz, arrived in New York
yesterday with her five fatherless

children.Mercedes, Evangeline, Ricardo,
Rene and Gloria.on the W ard Line steamer
Seneca. ,

That simple statement must quicken the
pulse of every American wild is a true man,
who would protect helpless women and
children, who glories in his flag.
For here is the woman who was the lovingand faithful wife of a citizen of the

United States, an adopted son of this country,who was born in Cuba, who studied
,his profession in Philadelphia and returned
to his native island to practise it. He and
his wife lived at Guanabacoa. Two boys
and three girls blessed their union.
War began. Ruiz, holding aloof from politics,feeling secure in his citizenship, quietlypursued his work. On the flimsiest, the

most unsubstantial charge, he was dragged
from his family by the soldiers of Fonsdevella,military Governor of Guanabacoa, fit
lieutenant of Weyler.
Ruiz was thrown into a damp, gloomy and

solitary cell in the prison of Guanabacoa.
There he remained incommunicado, as the
Spaniards say. for thirteen days.ten days
longer than Spain would dare to keep so one
of her own citizens. No one dared to approachhis disconsolate wife, his weeping
children, for he, too, would have been cast
Into jail. In that cell Ruiz, citizen of the
United States, was done to death, beaten
to d^ath. There can be no doubt about
that. The Spaniards say, Fonsdeveliela vows,
Weyler declares, that Ruiz took his own
life. How wretched the subterfuge! The
very excuse calls up a horrible picture of
deryair, desperation, death.

Message on the Chair.
But what man about to end his own existencewould scratch, with bleeding thumbnail,into his wooden chair, his last messagefrom his living grave? This Ruiz did.

The message, Indescribably sad, pulsates
with the desire to live for the sake of those
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To Mercedes, Evangeline, Ricardlto, Rene
and Gloria: Farewell, children of my life.
Be obedient to your mother. I bless you all.
I SHALL BE KILLED. To Rita, my wife
and soul, adlos, If I am removed tell all.
I shall be killed If taken to Havana.

RICARDO.
Fonsdeviela went to the house o£ this

stricken and penniless widow and demandedthat she-sign a document declar-
ing her husband had committed suicide.
She tore the lying paper into bits. She
asked him for a permit to take her family
from Guanabacoa. He threatened her
with arrest as a political suspect, with
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Rita Ruiz and Her Five Chi
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incarceration in company with nameless
women.
Then this woman appealed to t£e Americanpeople through the Journal. -s.

"Ti e weak and despairing widow of an
American citizen who was foully murdered
when confined in a Spanish prison in Cuba
appeals to you for protection in this, her
hour of trouble," Madam Ruiz wrote to the
journal.

"I am utterly lost unless the Journal,
that great paper, ever upon the side of
right and justice, can aid me.
"Notv I am left destitute. What little

property he had. including accounts due him
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for professional services, is all attached,
and in the hands of Spaniards to meet the
cost of his arrest and confinement. What
a ghastly farce! His wife and children left
homeless, without money to buy bread, that
his modest belongings and humble earnings
may pay for his murder without trial in a

Spanish prison cell.
: "To the Journal I appeal for protection,
arid, 'through' its'colum'ns to the American
people, .the majority of whom, I am con-

vlnceo, Know tar too uuiu 01 me nequeui

outrages committed against their fellow
citizens residing here."

WIio Could. Have Refnsedf
The Journal answered for the people.

Now. pray do not misunderstand. These
facts are not here narrated proudly, with
vanity. For there is not a man over whom
floats the Stars and Stripes who would not,
If he could, do what the Journal did.

Luckily Consul-General Lee represents,
truly represents, the United States in

Cuba. What the Journal did is told in this
cablegram sent from Havana on March 3

last, by George Eugene Bryson, the Journal'sspecial correspondent.
"Through Consul-General Lee's kind interventionI finally succeeded this afternoonin obtaining for Mrs. Ruiz and her

children permits from the civil and military
authorities at Guanabacoa to enable them
to remove to this city.
"Mrs. Ruiz came over this evening, accompaniedby her eldest daughter, and

called at the Journal Bureau to ask that I
wire the Journal her grateful thanks for

its prompt and generous response to her appeal.I accompanied her to the Consulate,
where she also thanked General Lee for the
interest shown by him on behalf of her

and her children.
"While Mrs. Ruiz waited. Deputy Consul

Irane went to the palace and obtained for
her the necessary Government passport's,
authorizing the departure of herself and
her children from Cuba.
"Upon behalf of the Journal I have

booked them as passengers on the Seneca,
sailing to-morrow afternoon for New York
direct."

So, perhaps, you will understand now

why the arrival in the United States of
this widow and these children is at once

stirring and pathetic. Waiting on the pier
for the Seneca's arrival yesterday were

many Cubans, women and men. Few of
them personally knew Mine. Ruiz. All of
them sympathized with her, pitied her,
loved her.
This woman, widowed by Spanish cruelty,and her children formed a sombre

group. All wore mourning. The mother is
slight and delicate, of medium height. Her
pallor, the hollows around her eyes,' her
red eyelids told of the sufferings, the grief
she had endured. As she descended the

gangplank the men in the party who assistedher raised their hats. The Widow
Ruiz wept as she was greeted by those she
did not know, yet who were her friends.
Mercedes Resembles Her Father.
Mercedes, her eldest daughter, a girl of

thirteen years, tall and slender, supported
her mother, her arm around her waist.

[ Svaaseline. the second daughter, is eleven
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Mrs. Rita Ruiz
Trans

To the Editor of the Journal:
I wish to express to you my sincerest

have already done and propose yet- to do
The Journal is affectionately regard*

of your energetic paper in probing to tl
committed In the case of my upfortuna
letters the truth of what Is happening 1
fare, that is decimating the poor island,
peycAful citil£ens a due respect of their
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years old. She strongly resembles her
father. Her mother points to her and says,
"She Is my consolation. She is his image."
In his last message, Dr. Ruiz addressed
"Rlcardlto," (little Richard, or Dick), his
namesake. The boy is a manly little chap,
bright, observant, nine years old. Rene,
his younger brother, is seven years, and
like his sister Evangeline, looks much like
their father. Gloria, the baby of the family,Is three years old, a pretty, winsome
and wise child. Nothing escapes her big
black eyes. Her soft brown hair falls,
tangled, around her oval face.
This mother, despairing, has taught her

her children, the last words their father
sent to them by such extraordinary mpans.
Each "child of his life" can repeat these
words, "Farewell. Be obedient to your
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thanks for the Tery great deal that you
in my sad plight.
2d by all Cubans, and I hope that the efforts
le depths the details of the horrible crime
te husband will give to the world in flaming
.u Cuba, the horrors of the uncivilised war-,

and will succeed in obtaining for free and
privileges and a due regard for justice.
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mother. I bless you all.** These Are fatherlesschildren know those words by heart.
Even the littlest one prattles, "Gloria, ml
bendiclon."
Mme. Ruiz was too much overcome by

her feelings to repress them yesterday.
"No words of mine can tell what I foel,**

she said, falterlngly. "If I talked all my
life I could not begin to tell my gratitude
to the Journal. And General Leel What
a man he Is! Bo brave; so strong; so true!
If It had not been for him I might have
been dead, or, worse. In prison, separated
from my little ones. I cannot talk now;
about my husband's murder, but I can
never be grateful enough for the safety ot
my children."
The heartbroken widow went to Was&»

Ington on the 8:30 o'clock train yesterday
afternoon. There she will submit he»
grievous wrongs to President McKlnley and
to John Sherman, Secretary of State, Sha
will tell them the details of her pitiful
story. She will tell them that Ponsdevlela
falsely charged Dr. Ruiz with having a»slstedthe Insurgent Colonel Aranguen. on
the night of January 16 last. In derailing a
ro 4 n oonfnHrto' ton r»aya +>ia

Guanabacoa garrison; tbat when the charge
became known at least ten men in Guanabacoawent to the Judge of Instruction and
asked that their testimony be taken.
These men were ready to swear they

were at the house of Mrs. Ruiz's father on
the night of January 16. There was an
entertainment to celebrate a family anniversary.At 10 p. m.. Dr. Ruiz went Lome,
tired, and two of these witnesses went
with him and sat smoking with him until
11 o'clock. That train was derailed at
10:30 p. m.. yet that derailment was the
pretext on which murder was hung.
To the President and Secretary of State

this widow of an American citizen will say:
"General Lee's demands on my husband's

behalf were long ignored.^ ^Neither your
Consul nor I was permitted to see him, nor
was he allowed to communicate with us.
The rights guaranteed to a citizen of your
country by your country's treaty with
Spain were forgotten. The murderous
Fonsdeviela laughed at the privileges assuredAmerican citizens by the treaty.
Prisoners released from cells adjoining that
of my husband told me he was being
beaten and tortured by his jailers and that
his cries rang through the corridors. Then
came the report of his awful death, killed
like a rat In a trap."
And, finally, this widow, sorrowing, but,

foe. her children's sake, determined, will
\

demand the vindication of those rights that
are born with American citizenship «n<|
that cannot die.

GEN. LEE IGNORES IT,
Will Have Nothing to Do with Another

Ruiz Investigation Ordered
by Spain.

Ey George Eugene Bryson.
(Copyright, 1897, by W. R.. Hearst)
Havana, March 9..Consul-General Lee,

having been Invited to take part In the new
investigation about the Ruiz case, which
hag been ordered from Madrid, has declined
either to be present In person or to have the
consulate represented by an attorney.

WANT CUBA RECOGNIZED*
Kings County Republican Club CaHs on

President McKinley to Grant
Belligerent Rights.

z

At a meeting of the Kings County RepublicanCommittee in the Johnson building,
Brooklyn, last night, a resolution was introducedby Bernard Callaghan calling
upon President McKinley to recognize the
struggling Cuban patriots and accord to
them the rights of belligerency.
George Drakely moved that the resolutionbe laid on the table temporarily. Callaghanthen made a speech, in which he

said that as this was the first resolution
he had introduced during his three years'
connection with the organization, he would
like to have Drakely withdraw his protest
against its adoption. Drakely did so and
the resolution was unanimously adopted.

WAR NEWS EDITED BY SPAIN.

Admit Losing a Generel and Ten Soldiers in

the Philippine Islands
Madrid, March 9..A dispatch from

Manila confirms the report of t£e capture
of the town of Salibran. in the Philippine
Islands, by the Government troops.
General Zaballa, of the Spanish forces,

was killed while leading the attack on the
insurgents' position. The Spanish lost ten

killed and thirty wounded, and the insurgentshad seventy-six killed.

MORE TROUBLE FOR ENGLAND.

Frenchmen Invade Her Territory on the
West Coast of Africa.

London, March 9..A dispatch from
Brass, on the west coast of Africa, says

that the news of the occupation of the
town of Boussa by a French force of 400
men. commanded by white officers, Is confirmed.
This incursion Into territory long recognizedas being within the British sphere .

is resented by the officials of the British
Xiger Company, who are considering the
question of forcibly expelling the intruders.

Bismarck. Cannot Sleep or Talk.
Berlin, March 9..Prince Bismarck lg

suffering from an attack of neuralgia so

serious as to prevent him from either sleepingpr talking. ,
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